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Predictions are that coming 
years are going to be much 
warmer. Frequent occurrence 
of natural disasters are 
taking away lives and homes 
from many. Do we have a 
plan B?
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Forest Survey of India (FSI) has 
estimated that 1.45 m ha of forest 
is affected by fire annually with 
6.17% of the forests prone to 
severe fire damage.

Serious respiratory problems 
arise when forest fires release 
noxious gases like carbon 
dioxide, carbon monoxide in 
the air.

Worldwide, forest fires are 
considered as one of the major 
drivers of climate change 
having adverse impacts on the 
environment.

India witnessed 
20,667 incidents of forest fire in 2016
compared to 15,937 incidents in 2015,
                         19,054 incidents in 2014,
                         18,451 incidents in 2013.
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Surface Fire:
A forest fire may 

burn primarily as a surface fire, 
spreading along the ground as 

the surface litter (senescent leaves and 
twigs and dry grasses etc) on the forest floor 

and is engulfed by the spreading flames.

Crown Fire: 
The other type of forest fire is a crown fire in which the crown of 
trees and shrubs burn, often sustained by a surface fire. A crown
fire is particularly very dangerous in a coniferous forest because 

resinous material given off burning logs burn furiously. 
On hill slopes, if the fire starts downhill, it spreads up fast 

as heated air adjacent to a slope tends to flow up the 
slope spreading flames along with it. If the fire 

starts uphill, there is less likelihood of 
it spreading downwards.
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In December 2016, Uttarakhand High Court 
passed an order taking exceptionally a strict 
stand on a petition related to rampant forest fires 
in the hill state.  If the forest fire continues for

More than 72 hrs Principal chief conservator 
of forest shall be deemed to 
be put under suspension and 
disciplinary proceedings shall 
be initiated against him for 
not preventing/ controlling 
forest fires.”

More than 48 hrs

More than 24

The conservator of forest shall 
be deemed to be put under 
suspension.

The concerned divisional 
forest officer shall be deemed 
to be put under suspension
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On an average 73 people lost their 
lives every year in Uttarakhand since 
2001 from landslide and flash floods 
related incidents

More than 12% of India’s land mass is 
prone to landslides: Geological Survey 
of India (GSI)

12.5% of the country’s total area is 
flood prone: GSI

80% of reported fatalities are 
due to landslides in developing 
countries: GSI
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Source: National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA)
Figures taken from other sources

Major floods/cyclones/landslides in India

India witnessed at least 12 
major floods in just a span 
of 10 years, besides minor 
floodings.
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10% of the global population 
is at risk of forced displacement due to 
climate change

Scarcity of water, crop failure, excessive 
debt, frequent disasters in India 
has resulted in widespread human 
and cattle migration to urban 
settlements

Global warming will force 
up to 25 million or 1 billion 
climate refugees to move either 
within their countries or cross borders 
by 2050

India, China and the Philippines 
experienced the highest levels of 
displacement in absolute terms, both in 
2014 and for the 2008 to 2014 period.
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*Global Estimates 2015
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Polygamy is illegal in India but in several of hamlets in Maharashtra, men 
taking several wives to get water is a norm. Others in this village also have 
multiple wives, the second one usually there only to fetch water. They are 
called paaniwaali bais (‘water wives’) in the region.
 
In the parched village of Denganmal, in Maharashtra, there are no taps. The 
only drinking water comes from two wells at the foot of a nearby rocky hill, 
a spot so crowded that the sweltering walk to and the wait there can take 
hours. 

 In Maharashtra, India’s third-largest state, the government estimated last 
year that more than 19,000 villages had no access to water. And India is 
again facing the threat of a drought this year, with monsoon rains expected 
to be weaker than average. Even in the first week of April, temperatures 
have been five degrees above normal. In Denganmal, in a cluster of about 
100 thatched houses set on an expanse of barren land, most men work as 
farm labourers, barely earning the minimum wage. (Reuters)
 

Photograph: Reuters

water wives
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13 states were declared 
drought-hit in 2016

2016 saw Kerala being hit by one of the 
worst droughts in 115 years.

At least 330 million people were 
affected by drought in India in 2016.

Water availability in India’s 91 
reservoirs was at its lowest in a 
decade, according to the Central Water 
Commission.
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Ishan Bharthi
CASA Communication Officer
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Villagers trained by CASA’s partner organization restored a discharged pond and were also 
trained in intercepting monsoon water techniques.
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‘The concept of Justice is fundamental to the 
environmental concerns of contemporary 
society. It is important to remind ourselves 
of the two major ecological critiques...... 
First, these societies are not sustainable as 
they aspire for continuous growth in a world 
that has limited renewable resources and 
a restricted ability to absorb the pollutants 
of this society. Second, the aspiration for 
unending growth is not just impossible but 
also undesirable; for it places human beings 
at the centre of the world and the natural 
world is seen as simply a means for human 
consumption. A sustainable society has to 
respect the limits imposed by nature and 
redefine human needs and wants’. 

Climate change is the result of complex 
natural and human factors. Thus, it has been 
interpreted differently by different people, 
i.e. scientist, industrialist, conservationist 
and theologian. The environmentalists argue 
that even though climate change cannot be 
accurately projected, a complacent attitude 
should be avoided as the future can be worse 
than what industrialists think. The United 
Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change defines it as, “a change of climate 
which is attributed directly or indirectly to 
human activity that alters the composition 
of the global atmosphere and which is 
in addition to natural climate variability 
observed over comparable time periods”. 

Whatever way climate change is interpreted, 
the policy of unlimited growth among 
industrialized countries and the drive for 
profit of big corporations has direct relation to 
environment. According to the WCRC Accra 
confession, ‘in 1989, one species disappeared 
each day and by 2000 it was one every hour. 
Global warming, the depletion of aquatic 
life, deforestation, soil erosion, and threats 
to fresh water are among the devastating 
consequences of aggressive growth and profit. 
Communities are disrupted, livelihoods are 
lost, coastal regions and Pacific islands are 

threatened with inundation (pt.8)’. Therefore, 
an analysis of climate change is important 
from this perspective because it is considered 
that if human activity that causes detrimental 
climate change is not regulated, the survival 
of the entire life on the planet Earth is under 
threat.

The crisis is deeply linked to a model of 
‘growth’ that treats nature as a commodity 
with unrestrained competition, untamed 
consumption, infinite economic growth, 
and accumulation of wealth without social/
environmental obligation. This, without 
any alternative, demands an endless flow of 
sacrifices from poor and nature.  

India, being influenced by such ‘growth’, 
has to view its development path carefully 
as natural wealth is not only the basis 
of ‘economy’ but more importantly, it is 
the source of life for 1.25bn human and 
unaccounted non-humans in the country. The 
casual and unplanned path of ‘development’ 
in past decades has shown severe effects on 
our life giving rivers, forest cover and bio-
diversity. Our food rich agricultural land size 
has shrunk drastically, and most of it has now 
been highly contaminated. This is becoming a 
threat to life, not only in this country, but also 
for the health of the global eco-system. 

Brian Baxter, an educationist on 
environmental politics, argues that
1. Human being must seek to arrive at some 

conception of ‘enough’ to define the degree 
of material well-being and consumption 
which is acceptable to all human beings.

2. Human beings have the responsibility to 
limit their number so that they don’t get 
into the position of having no alternative 
in order to meet the demands of social 
justice, but to destroy the conditions 
necessary to the existence and flourishing 
of non-human creatures.

Ramchandra Guha (1988) reminds the 

peasant movement that questions the 
reservation of the forest for the timber 
lobby and its exploitation for the elite or 
international market. It neither benefits 
livelihoods of the poor nor preserves forest 
for non-human.  Therefore, environmental 
problem needs to be understood with 
reference to the consumption of natural 
resources between the rich and poor, 
developed and developing countries, and 
indeed men and women. For instance, a 27 
floor building worth USD1bn for a family of 
four people in Mumbai (for the richest man 
of India), consumes water and energy equal 
to hundreds of ordinary citizens and the 
amount of waste it releases needs to be viewed 
from equity and sustainability perspective. 
An endless demand with huge purchasing 
capacity of the Global North (industrialised 
countries and the rich within developing 
countries) should check whether they are free 
to buy any amount of products by exploiting 
natural resources of the Global South  (while 
preserving its own natural resource base)? It 
is high time to acknowledge the fact that such 
an attitude and behaviour does impact both 
the North and South at the End. 

Therefore, when we apply progressive 
instruments like ‘Paris Agreement’ in 
adaptation and mitigation of the negative 
effects of climate change, apart from 
technological innovation and investment, it is 
imperative for human society to acknowledge 
that our growth and existence is determined 
by the life of non-humans on the planet. It 
is high time to restore our relationship with 
nature and ensure its prosperity that in-turn 
sustains our existence and needs. Hence, the 
unity of human with nature is a fundamental 
concept, which needs to be grasped for 
adaptation and mitigation of the negative 
effects of Climate Change. This requires a 
change in attitude and behaviour of the Homo 
sapiens toward nature and all non-human life 
on planet earth.

Perspective

Climate demands change in 
Homo sapiens

Deepak Singh
CASA Humanitarian & 
Policy Consultant

The eco-centric concern is not just a moral theory; environmental destruction 
can bring an end not just of human civilisation as we have known in this 
generation, but indeed of all life on the planet. The domination of the Homo 
sapiens (human) over other species in the recent history of the earth, and their 
lifestyle has brought to the fore questions about the sustainability of resources 
and quality of life.
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Under the mandate of UNFCCC and 
resolutions passed as decision 1/CP.19 
and 1/CP.20, all parties were invited to 
have a commitment towards a fair and 
ambitious mechanism to reduce the GHG 
emission within a specific time period and 
transparent process. This mechanism is 
called Nationally Determined Contributions 
(INDCs) that would help in achieving the 
objective mentioned under the Article2 of 
the convention.

In decision 1/CP.20 it is further specified 
that in order to facilitate clarity, transparency 
and understanding, the information to 
be provided by Parties communicating 
their intended nationally determined 
contributions may include, as appropriate, 
inter alia, quantifiable information on the 
reference point (including, as appropriate, 
a base year), time frames and/or periods 
for implementation, scope and coverage, 
planning processes, assumptions and 
methodological approaches including 
those for estimating and accounting for 
anthropogenic greenhouse gas emissions 
and, as appropriate, removals, and how 
the Party considers that its intended 
nationally determined contribution is 
fair and ambitious, in light of its national 
circumstances, and how it contributes 
towards achieving the objective of the 
Convention as set out in its Article 2.[1]

India is one of the major developing country 
among 164 countries submitted their INDCs 
so far who has submitted its document to 
UNFCCC on October 1st of 2015 just one 
day before the birthday of Mahatma Gandhi, 
our father of nation. India has shown a great 
commitment to work towards the issue of 
Climate Justice, where it prays for global 
peace with a following Vedic Hymn:
“Om dyauh śāntir antariksam śāntih prithvi 
śāntih āpah śāntih osadhayah śāntih” -- Yajur 
Veda 36.17 {Unto Heaven be Peace, Unto 
the Sky and the Earth be Peace, Peace be 
unto the Water, Unto the Herbs and Trees be 
Peace}[2]

India’s INDCs submission to UNFCCC 
says that India is committed to engaging 
actively in multilateral negotiations under 
the UNFCCC in a positive, creative and 
forward-looking manner. Our objective 
is to establish an effective, cooperative 
and equitable global architecture based 
on climate justice and the principles of 
Equity and Common but Differentiated 
Responsibilities and Respective Capabilities, 
under the UNFCCC[3]. This submission 
to UNFCCC further clarifies that India is 
committing its INDCs even after a more 
critical national circumstances, where it may 
be noted that no country in the world has 
been able to achieve a Human Development 
Index of 0.9 or more without an energy 
availability of at least 4 toe per capita. Thus, 
with having a more per capita carbon space/
budget in hand along with a HDI of 0.586 
and global rank of 135, India has a lot to do 
to provide a dignified life to its people and 
meet their rightful aspirations.

Despite having immense challenges to 
Growth and Development, India has 
realized its concerns with sustainability, 
as fast deteriorating ecosystem poses an 
environmental threat to our planet Earth. 
The entire policy approach of India’s INDCs 
reflects the Article 48-A of the constitution 
along with National Environment Policy 
(NEP)-2006, National Action Plan on 
Climate Change (NAPCC), State Action Plan 
on Climate Change (SAPCC), The Energy 
conservation Act, The National Policy for 
Farmers, National Electricity Policy and 
Integrated Energy Policy etc.
Though India has declared a voluntary goal 
of reducing the emission intensity of its 
GDP by 20-25%, over 2005 levels, by2020 
and many of policy measures were launched 
to achieve this goal. As a result of this 
already emission intensity of India’s GDP 
has decreased by 12% between 2005 and 
2010. This is also a matter of satisfaction that 
United Nations Environment Programme 
(UNEP) has recognized already for these 
efforts.[4]

India’s INDCs submission to UNFCCC 
has not only mentioned its Mitigation 
and Adaption Strategies but it has also 
communicated following INDCS to 
UNFCCC which has fair combination 
of Mitigation as well as Adaptation 
commitments on behalf of India:

1. To put forward and further propagate a 
healthy and sustainable way of living based 
on traditions and values of conservation and 
moderation.

2. To adopt a climate friendly and a cleaner 
path than the one followed hitherto by 
others at corresponding level of economic 
development.

3. To reduce the emissions intensity of its 
GDP by 33 to 35 percent by 2030 from 2005 
level.

4. To achieve about 40 percent cumulative 
electric power installed capacity from non-
fossil fuel based energy resources by 2030 
with the help of transfer of technology and 
low cost international finance including from 
Green Climate Fund (GCF).

5. To create an additional carbon sink of 
2.5 to 3 billion tonnes of CO2 equivalent 
through additional forest and tree cover by 
2030.

6. To better adapt to climate change by 
enhancing investments in development 
programmes in sectors vulnerable to climate 
change, particularly agriculture, water 
resources, Himalayan region, coastal regions, 
health and disaster management.

India’s has already planed a detailed means 
of implementation for its INDCs but the 
successful implementation depends upon 
ambitious global agreement and additional 
means of implementation to be provided 
by developed country parties including 
Technology Transfer and Capacity Building 
following Article 3.1 and 4.7 of the 
Convention.[5]

Nationally Determined 
Contributions (INDCs) and 
India’s Role in combating 

Climate Change Dinesh Vyas
CASA Senior 
Programme Coordinator
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“I would expect the negotiators to work 
really hard because we should not miss 
this chance in Paris. Otherwise we will be 
heading towards the doomed world.

The analyses have to be much deeper – 
Is this right? Otherwise why are we so 
worried? Why we are saying this is the last 
chance?  I mean there has to be a reason to 
why we are saying this is the last chance?

The day we handed over the 2 million 

signatures from all around the world – 
that is the power. We can move people. I 
think if we being faith-based alliances and 
network and we are able to move the UN 
members - I think that is what the faith-
based alliances can do. But we also have 
to recognise that we are not working in 
the air. Our rootedness is with community 
who are suffering the most all around the 
world.

I think we have to also recognise the role 

which the contributing agency has played 
in the alliance as well as the implementing 
agency because our commitment is to 
the life. And our commitment is to the 
creation. This is very important for the 
faith-based organisations. And I believe 
that ACT Alliance should continue to 
concentrate that life is more important. 
Therefore, we have to continue to work for 
life and continue to being a good steward 
to take care of this planet.”

“The earliest major impact of climate change 
will be on the people who live in coastal areas 
because when the sea level rise, their lives will 
no longer be safe. Secondly, the fishing and 
ancillary dependent livelihood (connected to 
sea and fishing) will be affected adversely and 
this will affect the people dependent on these 
livelihoods. It may take decades for a new 
normal to emerge.

So, the 
fishermen and 
the coastal 
communities 
would be first 
to be impacted 
across the 
world. These 
communities 
will have to 
move inland, 
and once they 
move inland 
there will be 
an increased 
pressure on the 
inland areas.

There is already a pressure of land availability 
due to increased population of this country. 
Currently even the prime agricultural land is 
being converted for industrial and residential 
purposes. So the pressure will definitely 
increase in the near future.

The alternatives that we will be left with will 
be using agricultural land and cutting forest 
for more settlements which are not at all 

viable or sustainable alternatives. This is one 
of the major challenges.

The second big challenge is going to be 
finding appropriate livelihood for the 
displaced climate refugees from the coastal 
regions. Even if they continue to mould 
themselves to adapt to newer livelihoods, 
it is not going to be easy. There is always a 
deficit of jobs, and when we take the whole 
population in consideration, the deficit will go 
up in the future. The coastal communities are 
going to face a very difficult time adjusting to 
new livelihoods and shelters.

The third biggest problem that we will be 
facing in future will be related to conflicts. 
Conflicts will arise on habitations, drinking 
water and job opportunity fronts. Relocation 
in such situations will always result in 
conflicts which will be difficult to manage. 
Previously we could predict the landslides and 
the seasonal floods, but now it is very difficult 
due to change in temperature, heat cycle, 
precipitation among other factors. Places 
like Kashmir which were not considered 
vulnerable to floods or landslides are not 
falling into vulnerable zones.”

Dr. Sushant Agrawal 
spoke with the Global 
Advocacy and Policy 
Coordinator, Isaiah 

Toroitich, about his first 
impressions after the 

speech of the Heads of 
States, in the Opening of 

COP 21

CASA Head of Emergency Nirmal Singh
On future challenges for climate refugees
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Mattias Söderberg
Manager of the ACTalliance 
Advocacy Academy

The time to act is now! 
Faith groups all over the world 
call for climate action

We are all part of God’s creation, 
and we all have a responsibility 
to care for it. For Christians 

and other faith, groups global warming 
and alarm bells from science are of great 
concern. We have a wonderful earth and 
God has asked us to care for it. Clearly, we 
have not lived up to our task, and it is now 
time to take action.
 
ACT ALLIANCE AND CLIMATE 
CHANGE
ACT Alliance is a global alliance of 
churches, church based development 
NGOs, and for us climate change is not 
just a trendy word, and or a theoretic 
concept. It is real. ACT members, like 
CASA in India, and DanChurchAid face 
the effects of global warming on a daily 
basis. 

In our relief work, we help and support 
poor and vulnerable people who feel the 
consequences of climate change. We saw 
it in 2013 when typhoon Haiyan hit the 
Philippines affecting millions of people 
who were in urgent need of help and 
support to survive. However, it is can also 
be slow onset disasters, like drought in 
Darfur, Sudan. The direct reason people 
are forced to leave their homes in Darfur 
are most likely the conflict, which has 
been going on for many years. However, 
the country is also deeply affected by 
climate change, and continuous droughts 
is likely to be one of the drivers behind the 
conflict, as food shortage put pressure on 
vulnerable communities. 

As ACT members, we are also standing 
together with poor and vulnerable 
communities when the flood is over, 

and when rain has put an end to endless 
droughts. Through our long-term 
development work, we help people to 
rebuild their livelihoods, and to strengthen 
their resilience. We help communities 
to adapt to the effects of climate change 
so that smallholders and fishermen, can 
stand, also when the strongest cyclone goes 
ashore in Bangladesh. 

Still, if we want to follow the call from 
God, to care for the creation, it is not 
enough to adapt to the effects of climate 
change. No, we must also enter the path, 
towards green transformation, and 
sustainable development. The future must 
not be based on fossil fuels, and other 
greenhouse gasses. No, on the contrary, 
we need to switch to a low carbon 
development, and explore new ways to 
live, based on a circular approach. This is 
also a challenge many ACT members take 
seriously, and when we help farmers with 
irrigation, we ensure that the pumps run 
on renewable energy, instead of an old 
diesel generator.

However, even if projects on the ground 
are important, and have a positive and 
successful effect, it will not be enough. 
There is also need for political action, and 
changed structures, policies and activities 
by nations and states. This is acknowledged 
by ACT members around the world, who 
therefore join hands in a strong global call 
for political action. 

Through advocacy activities, including 
campaigning and active dialog with 
policy makers, ACT members try to 
push political ambition upwards, thus 
generating climate action on a national or 

even global scale. The potential of being a 
global alliance is big. We can coordinate 
our advocacy actions, and reach out 
to all parts of the world. As faith based 
movement, we have a high degree of 
trust, and with our dialog approach, many 
governments are interested to listen to our 
proposals. 

UN CLIMATE TALKS
For several years, ACT has focused on 
the UN climate talks, which constitute 
an important platform for governments 
to make agreements about global climate 
collaboration. Climate change has been 
on the UN agenda since early 1990s. In 
the beginning, these talks were mainly a 
concern for environmentalists, and they 
received limited attention in media, as 
well as in national politics. However, the 
climate summit in 2007, in Bali, was a 
game changer. 

New scientific reports, and an increased 
public awareness of the risks associated 
with global warming put climate 
change on top of the political agenda. 
Suddenly climate change was not only 
an environmental topic. It was equally 
important for growth, trade, health, 
agriculture, transport, energy, and security. 
Suddenly climate change was discussed in 
all parts of the national governments, and 
a number of different concerns, coming 
from various ministries, were brought 
forward. 

The good and important conclusion from 
Bali was that climate change is a global 
threat, and that it must be dealt with 
through global cooperation. All countries 
must do their fair part. But the new 

EXPERT SPEAK
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complexity of the talks made it difficult to 
move forward. Yes, there was a common 
concern about the effects of climate 
change, but ministers of finance raised a 
concern about possible effects on growth, 
employment, export and development 
if the use of fossil fuel suddenly were to 
be reduced. Minsters of agriculture on 
the other hand, started to see a potential 
internal conflict, as their sector generate 
big emissions, at the same time as it 
becomes more and more vulnerable due to 
the effects of climate change. 

UN climate talks had many ups and 
downs, but in 2015, finally, a global 
agreement was signed in Paris. The Paris 
climate agreement provides a solid base for 
joint climate action. 

Firstly, it is global, meaning that all 
countries will work together to solve 
a global problem. Obviously, the 
responsibility for global warming, of 
different countries, as well as their 
respective capabilities to take action, 
differs. However, the agreement 
acknowledge that we all need to take 
action, and that we have to work together. 

Secondly, it address all the main elements 
of the climate debate. That includes: 1) 
Mitigation, i.e. how we can reduce our 
emissions and in the long perspective 
end global warming. 2) Adaptation, 
i.e. how we can adapt to the inevitable 
effects of climate change, so that we can 
continue to live and develop in a climate 
constraint world. 3) Loss and damage, 
i.e. how to deal with situations where 
it no longer is possible to adapt, where 
livelihoods are lost or damaged. And 4) 
Means of implementation, i.e. financial 
and technological support to developing 
countries, to help them with a transition to 
green, sustainable and resilient future. 

Thirdly, and equally important, the 
Paris agreement includes an “ambition 
mechanism”. The current level of ambition, 
meaning the climate action governments 
have committed to do in their countries, 
is far too low. If nothing more than the 
existing plans are implemented, global 
temperature will raise far beyond the 
limits recommended by science. This is 
acknowledged in the Paris agreement, and 
therefore a so called “global stock take” 

will take place every five year, to evaluate 
the situation, and to facilitate initiatives to 
scale up ambition on country level. 

CLIMATE JUSTICE
However, while we celebrate the Paris 
agreement, we should also look at the 
reality. The reality is that poor and 
vulnerable people around the world, 
including India, suffer. At the same 
time, we know that the risks associated 
with climate change is increasing due to 
emissions from for example the energy 
sector, agriculture and transport. It would 
thus be most fair if those who have the 
biggest emissions also pay the biggest bill. 
But how do we define fairness?

This is the core of the UN climate talks, 
and one of the topics where ACT alliance 
have raised its concern. However, while 
the need for justice and a fair division of 
work is easy to understand, the reality 
makes it difficult to turn into practice. All 
governments are concerned with growth 
and development of their own counties, 
and traditional growth strategies are 
interlinked with increased emissions. 
Thus, all governments will try to push 
responsibilities onwards to other countries. 

As a result, negotiations tend to deliver 
many loopholes, where countries can find 
arguments to limit their own contribution. 
Developed countries agree that they have 
a big responsibility, including support 
to developing countries, but they do not 
want this commitment to hinder domestic 
growth. Emerging economies see the 
need for action, but are also concerned 
that drastic changes may challenge their 
current growth rates. Why should they 
hold back now, when 
the old industrialized 
countries have had a 
low cost fossil-based 
developed path for 
centuries? 

Finally, the most 
poor and vulnerable 
countries, they have 
nothing to offer, as 
their emissions already 
are small. However, 
they are currently 
paying the highest 
price as people die, 

and are being displaced due to the effects 
of climate change. It is not surprising it 
is difficult to agree on how to share the 
efforts related to climate action.

WE HAVE FAITH
But the future is bright. We have faith! This 
is a slogan used by many ACT members. 
As faith based organizations, we believe 
in humanity. We acknowledge that the 
situation is critical, but we believe that our 
current course can be changed and that we 
can do something about it. 

And recent news, seems to support our 
belief. In spite of a new climate sceptic 
administration in the US, there seems to 
be optimism around the world. Renewable 
energy solutions are now becoming a 
more profitable solution than old fossil 
fuel based technologies, and the political 
commitment to take action is growing. 

Yet, while there are positive signs when 
we talk about energy, and sustainable 
development, poor and vulnerable people 
are still at risk of being left behind. They 
often lack capacity to cope with droughts 
and flooding, and they may not even 
have access to energy, not fossil based 
nor renewable. There is an urgent need to 
mobilize support to these communities, 
and to ensure that they also benefit 
from solutions, which can support both 
adaptation and mitigation measures. 

And this is the key message from the ACT 
alliance. We should leave no one behind. 
The future is green, sustainable and 
resilient. This is the development path we 
all need to choose. We have faith!

EXPERT SPEAK

Mattias (second from left)
Picture: Mattias Twitter account
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1) Why you think local fundraising is 
important for an organisation like CASA, 
in India?

Fundraising is extremely important for an 
organisation’s success. According to New 
World Wealth Report 2016, India ranked 
7th wealthiest country of the world, ahead 
of countries like Canada, Australia and 
Italy. There is a growing pressure from the 
international community’s for country 
like India, to handle the developmental 
problems from local resources. 

Fundraising is required for survival 
and expansion and development of an 
organisation. Local fundraising helps 
reducing dependency on few major 
donors and thus avoid any financial crisis. 
Through local individual fundraising, 
an organisation like CASA can build a 
constituency, who will be taking care of 
causes on which CASA works. It will also 
help develop a strong volunteer base. With 
large number of individual supporters and 
volunteers, will also add strength to our 
campaign related work. Local individual 
fundraising is not simply about generating 
resources to survive from a year to the 
next. It’s also about helping to create a 
viable and strong organisation which is 
able to sustain itself into the future.   

2) Do you think the scope of individual 
fundraising is growing in India?

Yes, scope of individual fundraising is 
growing in India. There are several reasons 
for this. 

India is one of the fastest growing 
economy. With second largest population  

and rapid economic growth, India will 
soon be powerhouse of middle class in the 
World. According to a EY Report, India’s 
global middle class would reach to 200 
million by 2020. Additional advantage 
with India is, that we have the highest 
youth population, as per a UN Report. 
And thus, we would be adding more 
people than the Chinese to the global 
middle class worldwide after 2027. Higher 
the number of middle and upper middle 
class would mean higher the scope of 
having individual supporters.
Another aspect which is important for 
individual fundraising is use of technology. 
India is the world’s largest sourcing 
destination for the information technology 
(IT) industry in the world. It’s also fastest 
growing in terms of use of technology. 
Digital transactions are increasing and 
thus, scope of digital fundraising too. 

Third and most important is, increasing 
awareness about developmental issues. 
One of the major source is social media. 
According to one of TECHINASIA Report, 
India with 462 million active internet 
users, is among the top five countries 
in the world when it comes to the pace 
of growth in internet users. It also has 
153 million active social media accounts 
and 1.01 billion mobile connections. 
Organisations are increasingly using social 
media to share and engage individuals in 
their development work and all this, would 
translate into individual fundraising. 

3) What are the challenges that you face 
in the fundraising sector?

Fundraising is never easy. Unlike in 

Northern countries, there are some 
particular challenges of individual 
fundraising for countries like India. These 
include: 

a. The development of Fundraising: 
Fundraising here is not as developed as 
it is in the North. Indian Fundraisers 
has to help in developing the habit of 
giving, finding fundraising methods 
which work well within the local culture, 
and identifying and mobilizing those 
constituencies of support that we would 
like to tap.

b. Growing Needs: We have underfunded 
health, welfare and educational 
programmes, which affects poor people. 
According to a New World Wealth Report, 
India is second most unequal country in 
the world. Thus, with wealth not trickling 
down to the marginalised, there are new 
needs and new concerns arising. It’s 
important to find solutions rather than 
just providing  services that improves the 
quality of life. With growing needs, the 
challenge for a fundraiser is to find funds 
to make this happen. 
c. Competition: The fundraising world is 
extremely competitive. More organisation 
than ever are thinking about fundraising 
and beginning to develop independent 
sources of income for themselves. Also, 
there are large international networks, 
such as HelpAge International, who may 
have developed far better resourced local 
fundraising. There are also international 
development agencies India, such as, 
PLAN or Oxfam, who in addition to 
local fundraising, seeking to access grants 
locally from international donors. There 
are also new organisations, full of energy 

“For CASA they are not just donors, 
they are our partners in development”

CASA Chief Operating Officer - Local Resource Mobilisation 
Project Gopal Jain talks about how relationship fundraising 
is the next big thing in India and how it tends to engage 
donors in development sector through ‘People Helping 
People’ approach.

INTERVIEW



www.casa-india.org       35JANUARY - MARCH 2017

and enthusiasm. Thus, one has to 
prove that they are the best recipient 
for the donor’s funds before they get 
sign-ups.

d. Non-availability of good 
fundraisers: There is a very limited 
awareness about fundraising as a 
career amongst young people. Limited 
education and training opportunities 
and low tolerance (given the highly 
competitive market for fundraisers, 
this group is very mobile, especially 
now, given the more lucrative CSR 
roles in the corporate sector), lays 
big challenge on getting trained 
fundraisers, working over 2-3 years 
with one organisation.

4) What is your strategy for 
fundraising for an NGO like CASA 
which is new in this sector?

My strategy for fundraising for an 
NGO like CASA, is focussed on 
“Relationship Fundraising”.  

Fundraising is a long term process 
and our focus is to develop a strong 
supporter base for CASA. Thus, we 
started with individual fundraising, 
so that we could reach out to as many 
people as possible and explain them 
what CASA does? and how in the last 
70 years, CASA has been able to bring 
in a change in the most marginalised 
and under-privilege communities in 
India?  Those individuals, who do not 
want to sign-up as donors, we give 
them a give-away that helps them 
experience, lifestyle of communities 
that CASA works with, with a hope 
that someday, they would support.  
For those, who do, we give them too 
a gift from community to help build 
a bond with the communities, that 
CASA works with. 
It’s just six months, when CASA 
started individual fundraising. 

In future, we plan to build in 
stronger bonds between the donors 
and the communities that they 
support through some regular 
communications and methods of 
caring and sharing for each other. 
Thus, the tag line that we use in LRM 
is, “People Helping People”

Our fundraisers are tech-savvy and 
they use tabs to show video of our 
work and stories of communities on 
how CASA made a difference.  This 
helps in making both fundraising and 

the support lively and informative.

We are not interested in a donor, 
who just want to contribute once and 
forget about it. We don’t entertain 
anonymous donations. We don’t take 
Cash donations, for any financial 
discrepancies. We would like our 
donors to believe in our work and 
that how important they are in the 
complete development road map of 
the communities that CASA works 
with.  We believe in developing a 
complete trust and faith with our 

donors, help doors believe that their 
every hard earned money would 
be spent for a cause they support. 
Honesty as a value we practise at the 
highest amongst our fundraisers. 

Our other strategy is to engage our 
donors in CASA’s work. We plan to 
have volunteers programs, donor 
visits to CASA’s work, and engage 
them through other initiatives like 
campaign. We release monthly 
e-newsletters, which also has thoughts 
and experiences of the donors. We 

use social media including face 
book, twitter and you tube to further 
engage donors and their friends and 
colleagues. 

In India, where inequality prevails 
to such a high extent, through our 
fundraising initiative too, we would 
like to bring two Indias- the India, 
rich people and the Bharat, poor and 
marginalised; at one platform so that 
there is regular caring and sharing, 
and everyone leads a life of dignity.

‘People Helping People’

Gopal Jain interacting with fundraisers

INTERVIEW

Visit casa-india.org and donate to
improve the lives of suffering people.

Scan to Donate
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NASA has released 11 terabytes of data predicting temperature and rainfall
• It allows scientists to predict climate change for individual towns and cities
• A map released by NASA shows large areas in July 2100 will exceed 45°C


